TEA   PLANT, Lycium chinense Mill.

346. Tea Plant, Lycium chinense Mill. (X i); a slender
shrub often growing on old walls, with long whip-like pendulous
branches; bark greyish, angular; leaves alternate, oblanceolate,
tapered to each end, pale glaucous-green, entire, glabrous, very
i&scurely nerved; flowers (A, X 10) 1-3 in the leaf axils; pedicels
about -\ in. long; calyx irregularly divided into 2 or 3 lobes;
corolla deep lilac, tubular, with 5 spreading lobes with dark
honey-guide markings at the base, minutely fringed with hairs;
stamens (B, X li) 5, inserted inside the corolla-tube; filaments
with a tuft of hairs towards the base; anthers attached in the

middle, sagittate at the base, opening by slits; ovary (C, X
2-locular, with numerous ovules on axile placentas;  fruit (D,
X 0) an oblong berry (family Solanaceav),

Naturalised on walls and in hedges around 'dwellings; in
many British botanical books it is called Lycium harbarum.

Nectar is secreted by the ovary and stored in the base of the
corolla-tube. The inside of the throat of the corolla is lined
with thick woolly hairs,'which protect the nectar from rain and
unwelcome guests. The stigma and anthers mature at the same
time, and the filaments and the style are about the same length,
but the latter may be bent away from the anthers. Insect
visitors may therefore bring about self- or cross-pollination,
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